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The Meaning of Powerful Knowledge and Geography
Learning Strategies
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Abstract : The purpose of this study is to investigate the background and meaning of powerful knowledge
and to introduce the geocapability approach in which powerful knowledge expands its scope. Furthermore, the
research proposes geography learning strategies to promote powerful knowledge. Powerful knowledge asserted
by social realists is not fixed knowledge with static and passive characteristics, but academic and theoretical
knowledge with the power to change society. The powerful knowledge discussion attempts to offer all students
the opportunity to access knowledge that can transform society beyond everyday experiences. Recently, the
notion has been expanded to the geocapability approach that focuses on maximizing individual potential for
the realization of human well-being and happiness. Finally, this study provides strategies of understanding the
nature of knowledge and responses to climate change to develop powerful knowledge. This article represents
a preliminary attempt to understand powerful knowledge in the context of geography education and provides
insight into the geographic curriculum.
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