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Characteristics of the Regional Diffusion Process of Three
Religions in Honam Region: Focus on Jeung-San-Gyo,
Won-Buddhism, Gaeng-Jeong-Yudo*
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Abstract : The characteristics of three religions, Jeungsan Gyo, Won Buddhism, and Gaengjeong Yudo which
emerged in the Honam region after Donghak occurred in 1861, examined in the formation process, diffusion
process, and regional development. The findings of this study are as follows. First, Jeungsan Gyo was founded
in 1902, Won Buddhism in 1916, and Gaengjeong Yudo in 1929. All were directly or indirectly influenced by
Donghak, and they have something in common in terms of the timing of occurrence, Jeolla-do region, and
integration of Yubulseon. Second, Jeungsan Gyo started in Gimje, Won Buddhism started in Yeonggwang, and
Gaengjeong Yudo started in Sunchang. Jeungsan Gyo and Won Buddhism diffusion around the western part
of Jeollabuk-do, and then diffusion nationwide, while Gaengjeong Yudo shows the regional characteristics that
diffusion around the southeastern part of Jeolla-do. Third, in the religious organization and missionary method,
Jeungsan Gyo showed relocation diffusion and contagious diffusion centered on the founder’s post division, Won
Buddhism showed relocation diffusion and hierarchical diffusion based on a single religious organization,
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Gaengjeong Yudo was centered on a single organizational system and contagious diffusion. Fourth, the

propagation method is commonly based on infectious diffusion, Jeungsan Gyo is a group of 1,000 people, Won

Buddhism is a group of 10 people, and Gaengjeong Yudo is a group of 7 people. Fifth, Jeungsan Gyo was held

for young people in the center of the Seoul metropolitan area, Won Buddhism was conducted nationwide with

15 religious organizations, and Gaengjeong Yudo was centered on agricultural villages. Sixth, the causes of the

difference in the process of diffusion by religion are differences in the religious organization, missionary methods,

major missionary areas, age groups subject to missionary work.

Key Words : Donghak, Jeungsan Gyo, Won Buddhism, Gaengjeong Yudo, Religious formation process, Diffusion

process, Regional development characteristics
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