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Abstract : This article is designed to deconstruct and critique a dominant urban policy discourse Glaesernomics,
which is found to comprise of five key policy prescriptions that (D support urban agglomerations as an ideal
policy space over suburbs; (@ prefer public investment targeting at people rather than places @ prioritize
consumption over production as urban economic base; @ encourage policy measures aiming at self-reliance
while discouraging welfare; and (& promote strong city leadership able to dampen civil discontents and
complaints. The Glaesernomics policy package as such relies on a set of binary oppositions, in and through
which the positive self and the negative other are distinguished and in turn overvalued/undervaled. Such a
dichotomous discursive technique, however, is observed to form policy dilemmas instead of making urban
problems in question solvable. Besides, neoliberalist ideology politics immanent to the Glaeserian policy
prescriptions and an issue of institutional incompatiblity (particularly with spatial Keynesianism) are also
discussed.
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