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The Nationalistic View of History and Direction of Heritage
Interpretation in China’s Northeast Project Regarding
"Capital Cities and Tombs of the Ancient Koguryo Kingdom,
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Abstract : China’s ‘Capital Cities and Tombs of the Ancient Koguryo Kingdom™ were registered as World Heritage
sites in 2004, along with North Korea’s “The Complex of the Koguryo Tombs.” The problem is that, despite the
fact that they are both Goguryeo relics, China and North Korea have different historical perceptions of Goguryeo
history. Goguryeo was an ancient territory of the Korean Peninsula, but is currently part of Chinese territory.
‘Capital Cities and Tombs of the Ancient Koguryo Kingdom’ reveals differences in heritage interpretation due
to discrepancies between the past national territory and the current territory. This paper criticizes the nationalist
heritage interpretation influenced by China’s Northeast project by analyzing the World Heritage nomination text
China submitted to UNESCO. We propose an inclusive heritage interpretation as a way to overcome China’s
nationalistic heritage interpretation. Inclusive heritage interpretation is an approach that reflects the historical
perspectives and heritage interpretations of various groups, moving away from a nationalistic perspective, and
thereby seeking to understand heritage from a broader perspective beyond the position of a specific country or
ethnicity.
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