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The Building and Change Process of ‘Satellite City of Seoul’

as Incheon’s Main City Image™
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Abstract : As Incheon’s recent development results in free economic zones have become visible, the image of
the city has changed significantly and its future is also receiving attention. However, for a long time, Incheon
has been recognized as a ‘satellite city of Seoul’, and there are aspects of its image that are undervalued compared
to the city’s size and development. This study attempted to confirm the process by which the city image of
Incheon had been formed since the Japanese colonial era, focusing on newspaper articles. The first time Incheon
was referred to as a ‘satellite city of Seoul’ in the media was in the mid-1930s. Incheon’s full-fledged ‘satellization’
took place during the industrialization period of the 1960s and 1970s. At that time, articles related to Incheon raised
issues such as environmental pollution due to industrialization, various urban problems caused by subordination
to Seoul, and lack of infrastructure and cultural facilities. Such negative image remains to some extent the basis
of the city’s undervalued image, as shown by the fact that the name ‘Incheon’ is emphasized in reports of accidents
and incidents until recently.
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