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A Proposal for Constructing Integrated Items in the 2028 College
Scholastic Ability Test Integrated Social Studies:
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Abstract : This paper proposes a new framework for constructing integrated items for the Integrated Social Studies
subject in the reformed College Scholastic Ability Test (CSAT) system, scheduled for implementation in the 2028
academic year. While this reform may appear to echo the integrated approach of the 1990s CSAT model, the current
context presents unprecedented challenges—most notably, the formalization of a claim-issuing system for all CSAT
items. This regulatory environment has discouraged the development of high-level, cross-disciplinary items and
heightened the demand for strict alignment with the official curriculum. In response to these constraints, this study
introduces a practical and sustainable item-construction scheme centered on the paraphrasing technique. This
approach allows for the generation of curriculum-relevant yet contextually rich questions that transcend textbook
dependency. Four illustrative example items are presented, each employing novel materials and demonstrating
the application of the paraphrasing strategy. These examples highlight the viability and educational potential of
this method in fostering meaningful integration within the Common Social Studies subject under the new CSAT
regime.
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