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A Topographical Understanding of the Historical Development
of Daegu Built-up Areas: From the Year 1736 to 1945
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Abstract : This paper is on the topographical understanding of the development of Daegu built-up areas, from
the era of Eupseong to the period of Japanese occupation. Some of the results may be summarized as follows:
From 1736 to 1906, during the Eupseong period, Daegu built-up area developed on the alluvial plain west of
Eupseong, centering on the Daegucheon, which is classified as Shincheon. The construction of GyeongBu Line
railway during the Japanese occupation, however, introduced a major change into the development. With the
railway construction, many Japanese began to move into the north and east side of the Eupseong from 1904
on. In 1907 they demolished the Eupseong, and then expanded the built-up area toward the east of Eupseong,
making it the main built-up area. The later eastward expansion of the built-up area during the Japanese occupation
can also be explained topographically. The north side of the Eupseong was not a good candidate: it had no
natural levee to protect the area from the floods, and had 7m elevational difference with the Eupseong area,
in addition to its accessibility being hampered by the railway. The southeast side of the Eupseong was not a
good candidate, either: it was the narrowest alluvial plain among the left alluvial plains of the River Sincheon.
The east of Eupseong, in contrast, was (1)protected from the floods with the wide and long natural levee,
(2)relatively moisture-free and underwater-rich with high water permeability, and (3)elevationally even with the
Eupseong area. In sum, in the historical development of Daegu, both the westward development of the built-up
area in the Eupseong era and its eastward expansion during the Japanese occupation may be largely topographical.
Key Words : Daegu Eupseong, Yeongnam-daero, Dalseong, Sincheon, Daegucheon, Alluvial plain
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