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The Nature and Subject Matter of Spatial Interaction Studies:

A Consilient Approach to Human Geography#*
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Abstract : The main purpose of the paper is to make an argument that spatial interaction studies can be seen
as a consilient subfield of human geography. For this, I seek to clarify the nature of spatial interaction data and
present the main subject matter of the studies. The uniqueness of spatial interaction data is appreciated with
respect to spatial data analysis, GIS, and geovisualization. The main subject matter, given as subject-method
associations, includes exploratory analysis, regional structure analysis, functional regionalization, statistical modeling,
spatial autocorrelation analysis, and spatial accessibility analysis. Spatial interaction studies as a consilient subfield
in human geography are expected to facilitate both methodological borrowing and thematic fusion.

Key Words : Spatial interaction, Human geography, Consilience
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AR Hofgeal Qlek & 167) AlEr) EASIER & 240 ElHo]Ae 9] QlElA HES 875h= Aot
Mex15)e] 2] Aol JHA= L, 7 A ol tis] o1, 2012). 3] of2fRh BRI SUAet =

4
»\; .

,’P '-..4‘“ u\‘
1.7, >3

LoE|

bP_FLOW | F_TOT | F_NET |~
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122 Polyline 32 22 deis |d=2BA 1881 | 3851/ -89
123 Polyline 3 23 HES UUREA S741 10543 833
124 Polyline 32 24 dEs PERPEA 936 1875 -3
125 Polyline E3 25 YEE JCEE LT - 2975 5445 505
126 Polyline 32 25 g8z FUREM 112 2110 114
127 Polyline |52 3 HEE BN 33746 63402 4090
128 Polyline 32 33 dEE SUES 4911 9759 63
123 Polyline 32 34 dEs adds 3500 T020 580
130 Polyline 3 E] S HARS 1523 3034 12
131 Palyline E3 % P BALE 1685 419 -49
132 Polyline 3 37 YUS EEL 4116 8463 -237

133 Palyline 32 3% F ayde 2935 s 79 v
>
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ettt A 4 ek old elulol Qtols
At F99Y 2T AE= 5D T SitkBell er al,
2002; Bell and Muhidin, 2009). 152 QFtofs & A4
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SHEL, % 157e) S8 o] WRSe ek 9lck
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|o]E] S o] &3t =5A1A| H(labor market areas)
32 EdA(travel-to-work areas) A4S T2 5}
¢7Eo] HHFEHATK =] Thef?t 715 AH
off thafAl= ol Fd(1999) &=2). -l 22 AHF
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(geocomputational approach)’o]gfal E2 1%} it} o
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and Fotheringham, 2002).
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